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PRESS RELEASE 
 
May was big but October is BIGGER 
GET READY FOR THE BIGGEST OPEN STUDIOS IN JHB 
30 & 31 October 2021 - 11am to 4pm 
 
The META foundation has instigated the largest joint open studios to ever happen in 
Johannesburg.  
 
Six studio spaces, in the CDB of Johannesburg, will be opening their doors, inviting the public to meet 
the artists in their studios and to view their artwork. The META foundation initiated this project with a soft 
launch in May, combining two studio spaces, namely August House and Ellis House. This iteration of the 
event will be even larger and will include 2 days of open studios with 6 studio spaces participating. 
This is the first time something of this nature has been done in Johannesburg and will allow the public to 
interact with almost 100 artists from different countries, cities and artists at different stages of their 
careers. This is a unique opportunity for the public to truly explore the visual arts and hear directly from 
the artists. 
 
The event will take place over 2 days, Saturday 30 October and Sunday 31 October with 3 studios being 
open on each day  
 
Saturday 30 October from 11am to 3pm 
Ellis House  
Living Artist Emporium 
Victoria Yards 
 
Sunday 31 October from 11am to 3pm 
Bag Factory Artists’ Studios 
Nugget Square 
August House 
 
In order to make this event as visitor friendly as possible, a shuttle service between the spaces will be 
provided free of charge to the public. Guests can park at one of the studios and catch a bus. There will 
be two buses that move in a loop around the studios with a bus being available every 15/20 minutes.  All 
the spaces will be offering the public programmes that will run through-out the day.  
 



 

 

The event is free and open to all members of the public. Access will be refused to anyone not 
wearing a mask or members of the public not adhering to social distancing obligations.  
 
Spokesperson: 
Sara Hallatt 
sara@meta-foundation.co.za 
084 411 2871 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE PARTNERS & STUDIOS 
 
ABOUT THE META FOUNDATION 
The META foundation was developed out of the need for August House Studios to be provided with strategic 
programming that uplifts, develops and supports visual artists and their practice. At its heart, it is the non-profit 
arm of August House, whose role is to create and implement the programming within the building. 
 
Everything that the META foundation does is aimed at the three pillars that make up the visual arts eco-system. 
These are defined as “the artist”, “the artwork” and “the audience”. The foundation’s aim is to bring these three 
pillars together and to drive best practice.  
 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/MetaFoundationSA 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/meta.foundation/ 
Email:   sara@meta-foundation.co.za 
 
ABOUT AUGUST HOUSE 
In Johannesburg’s inner city lies an exclusive art building, housing more than 40 independent, pan-African 
contemporary artists, in private art studios, known to the locals as ‘The Artists’ Playground’. To the outsider it’s just 
a 1940s historic structure until one crosses the threshold and sees where the magic lives, in five stories of private 
art studios. August House is the largest Artist community in Johannesburg and perhaps South Africa, with 53 artists 
housed within the building.   
 
August House gives artists a unique creative hub. With its high columns, authentic architecture and large open 
plan floors, it’s a wonderful blend of inspiration and stillness. Once a light industrial warehouse space, August 
House celebrates 15 years as a well-established, local and international contemporary African artists community, 
within walking distance from the Maboneng, Arts on Main district.  
 
August House was established as an enclave for artists in 2006 by Bie Venter and Maria Svane. Its notable tenants 
have included artists such as Mary Sibanda, Dineo Seshee Bopape and Lawrence Lemaoana,  Mbongeni Richman 
Buthelezi, Gordon Froud and Joseph Gaylard, Nontobeko Ntombela, Gabi Ngcobo, Gonçalo Mabunda, Jacki 
McInnes, Nelson Makamo, Bie Venter, Kudzanai Chiurai and Nicholas Hlobo. The space has both survived and 
thrived. The building was sold in 2016 and during the transition more formal studio spaces were created for young 
up and coming artists.  
 
While August House was created to initially provide a studio space for local artists, the space has extended its 
programming in order to provide support and development of the artists and the visual arts industry as a whole. It 
does this through its non-profit arm, the META foundation. 
 
 
 



 

 

Website:  https://augusthouse.co.za 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/augusthouse76 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/august_house76/ 
 
 
ABOUT ELLIS HOUSE 
Nestled between iconic landmarks Ellis Park and Troyeville Hotel in the inner-city neighbourhood of New 
Doornfontein, Ellis House Art Studios is a 5-storey building housing an eclectic mix of emerging and established 
artists.  
 
Established in 2012 by Ian Blacher, this light industrial warehouse – previously a textile factory – has been 
transformed into private studio spaces of varying sizes. Ellis House is home to over 30 artists as well as The 
Labyrinth Project: a platform for artistic exchange and interdisciplinary experiment.  Ellis House features multiple 
exhibition and workshop spaces, Audio-Visual facilities and prides itself on the fact that all creative programming is 
artist-led. 
Notable past and present tenants include Nandipha Mntambo, Blessing Ngobeni, Reshma Chhiba, Colbert 
Mashile (current tenant),  Ayana Jackson (also still a tenant), the experimental rock group Blk Jks and many more. 
 
Within easy distance of August House, Victoria Yards and the Maboneng Arts on Main district, Ellis House has 
become an important node of the greater creative/cultural hub in inner city Johannesburg. 
 
Website:  http://www.ellishouse.co.za/ 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Ellis-House-Open-Studios-114549833796782 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/ellishouseopenstudios/ 
 
ABOUT THE BAG FACTORY 
The Bag Factory is a non-profit contemporary visual art organisation in Newtown, Johannesburg. With a 
pioneering 30-year history of providing a supportive infrastructure for artists, the Bag Factory is unique in 
combining art making with cultural debate and art exhibitions, thereby creating a fertile international environment 
for experimentation, innovation, and cultural dialogue between creatives in South Africa and the rest of the world. 
We provide studio space to a cross-generational community of Johannesburg based artists, and we host a 
prestigious international artist and curator residency programme. We present regular exhibitions in our gallery that 
showcase new work by emerging artists to the wider public, and we also support the professional development of 
artists and curators through workshops, mentorship, and the prestigious David Koloane and Cassirer Welz awards. 
All our programmes are accompanied by a public programme that encourages greater understanding of 
contemporary visual art and stimulates interaction between artists and the local community. We are affiliated with 
the international Triangle Network. 
 
Website: http://www.bagfactoryart.org.za/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BagFactoryArt 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BagFactoryArtists 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bagfactoryart/ 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bag-factory-artists-studios 
 
ABOUT LAE 
Living Artists Emporium is a Creative Project Space and Contemporary Art Gallery that provides a platform for 
artists to create & exhibit cutting edge art. Lack of resources, artistic guidance and direction are all factors 
emerging artists are facing today. Living Artist Emporium (LAE) is addressing these challenges by providing the 
necessary infrastructure, studios and exhibition channels to enable our artists to build their careers. 



 

 

Our slogan “Breaking the rules of art” is against the grain of the norm.  Today there are so many new and diverse 
ways of artistic expression that we asked the question of what the rules of art are and who is making them? We 
decided to follow our own path by pushing the boundaries and will break any supposedly rule of art that is 
prescribed to us. With this platform LAE is creating new ground in the art industry by offering high quality 
contemporary art as an investment for the future and the opportunity to invest in the early stages of an artist’s 
career. 

Website:  www.livingartistemporium.co.za 
Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/LAEjhb 
Twitter:  http://www.twitter.com/laejhb1 
Instagram:  http://instagram.com/living_artist_emporium 
 
ABOUT VICTORIA YARDS 
Through building an eco-system where tenants thrive as a community, Victoria Yards presents a uniquely 
integrated urban complex that is as much about social development as it is commercial enterprise. A market 
space, an event venue, a collection of artisans and studios and edible gardens, Victoria Yards continues to inspire, 
educate, and provide an uplifting space for visitors and tenants alike.  
 
Website:  https://www.victoriayards.co.za 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/VicYards 
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/Victoria_Yards 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/victoria_yards 
 
ABOUT THE STOKVEL GALLERY AT NUGGET SQUARE 
This newly formed democratic gallery was started by artists, for artists. Located at, Nugget Square,  (a quaint inner 
city warehouse complex with an inner courtyard and garden). 131 Albert Street, Marshalltown, it is the brain child 
of Gordon Froud and is hosted inside Gordart Studios. Artists pay a small monthly fee to be part of the stokvel 
gallery and no commission to the gallery. New exhibitions open every 3 weeks." 
 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/plasticsculptor 

Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/103287101961608/stokvel-gallery/ 
 


